
Town of Shirley  Special Town Meeting Minutes 

Office of the Town Clerk  November 30, 2020 

Minutes of the Special Town Meeting 

November 30, 2020 

 

Moderator Karen Ludington opened the Special Town Meeting on Monday, 

November 30, 2020, at 7:15 p.m. at the Ayer Shirley Middle School 

Gymnasium, 1 Hospital Road.  This year’s Special Town Meeting was held 

in the Gymnasium instead of the Auditorium as in previous years due to the 

COVID 19 concerns. One hundred and seventeen (117) fold up chairs were 

placed 6 feet apart in all directions on the gym floor to provide adequate 

social distancing.  Three chairs were set up in the far back against the rolled 

up bleachers for those without face masks.  Eight (8) “non-voter” seats were 

available in the front of the gym as well.  Masks were highly recommended 

but not mandated by law and not one person came to the meeting without 

wearing a mask.  Microphones were available to the moderator, the 

Chairman of the Board of Selectmen, and the Chairman of the Finance 

Committee.  One standup microphone was available to voters in the center 

aisle with directions not to touch the microphone though sanitizer was 

available next to the microphone for those concerned. Voter cards were not 

used due to COVID 19 concerns and all votes were either hand counted by 

tellers, voice votes or by raising of the hand by the voters. 

 

The Town Clerk confirmed the Town Meeting was properly posted.  Mike 

Detillion led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. The Town Clerk had 

sworn the following people to serve as tellers/counters:   Joe Stanislaw, 

James Thibault, Beth Quinty, and Mike Detillion.  Judy Stanislaw and Laurie 

Witherell checked voters into the meeting from the Cafeteria.  Kathie 

Bradley greeted voters as they arrived in the gym and directed them to their 

socially distanced seats.  Thirty six (36) voters in total checked in. 

 

Tim Zessin, Town Counsel from Kopelman and Paige, was in attendance and 

seated on the “stage” along with the Town Administrator Mike McGovern, 

two (2) members of the Board of Selectmen, one (1) member of the Finance 

Committee and Town Clerk Bill Oelfke. 

 

Copies of the warrant were put on the Town’s website, properly posted by 

the constable, and were available at the check-in area for attendees to bring 

into the meeting to refer to along with copies of various handouts. 
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PRIOR TO ARTICLE 1 BEING INTRODUCED BY THE 

MODERATOR, ANDREE JEAN JACQUES MOVED THAT WE 

TAKE ARTICLES 1, 2, 4, AND 12 OUT OF ORDER, AND FURTHER 

THAT WE INDEFINITELY POSTPONE ACTION ON SUCH 

ARTICLES.  MOTION SECONDED BY BRYAN SAWYER.  MOTION 

TO TAKE ARTICLES OUT OF ORDER REQUIRES A 2/3
RD

’S VOTE, 

THEREFORE, THIS MOTION REQUIRED A 2/3
RD

, S VOTE. 

 

HANDCOUNTED VOTE:  FOR:  31; AGAINST:  1 

 

MODERATOR DECLARED PASSED BY 2/3
RD

 VOTE. 

 

Article 3: Waxen Way Acceptance 

Andree Jean Jacques moved, seconded by Bryan Sawyer, that the Town 
accept Waxen Way as a Public Way and approve Article 3 as printed in the 
Warrant.  The Warrant stated:   “To see if the Town will vote to accept as a 
public town way Waxen Way as it has been laid out by the Board of 
Selectmen in the location depicted on the plan entitled: “Waxen Way Street 
Acceptance Plan (Apple Orchard Estates) Shirley, Mass.” a copy of which 
has been placed on file with the Town Clerk; and further to authorize the 
Board of Selectmen to acquire, by gift, purchase or eminent domain, such 
interests in land as are necessary to provide for the use and maintenance of 
said way for all purposes for which public ways are used in the Town of 
Shirley, or take any other action relative thereto.” 
 

Voice Vote:  Moderator Declared Passed by Majority. 

 

Article 5:  Police Union Contract MA Coalition of Police Local 205 

Andree Jean Jacques moved, seconded by Bryan Sawyer, that the Town 
vote to transfer the sum of $53,227 from Line #2021-01 of the FY 2021 
Operating Budget for the MA Coalition of Police Local 205 Contract and 
approve Article 5 as printed in the Warrant.  The Warrant stated:  “To see if 
the Town will vote to fund the cost items of the first fiscal year of a 
collective bargaining agreement between the Town and MA Coalition of 
Police Local 205 for the period of July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2022, and 
as funding therefor, to transfer a sum of money from the FY21 Operating 
Budget, Line 2021-01, approved under Article 4 of the June 29, 2020 
Annual Town Meeting, and to authorize the accountant to allocate such 
amounts accordingly, or to take any other action relative thereto.” 

 
 
Voice Vote:  Moderator Declared Passed by Majority. 
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Article 6:  Shirley Clerical Union AFSCME 1703 

Andree Jean Jacques moved, seconded by Bryan Sawyer, that the Town 
vote to transfer the sum of $16,911.00 from Line #2021-01 of the FY 2021 
Operating Budget for the Clerical Union AFSCME 1703 contract and 
approve Article 6 as printed in the Warrant.  The Warrant stated:  “To see if 
the Town will vote to fund the cost items of the first fiscal year of a 
collective bargaining agreement between the Town and Shirley Clerical 
Union AFSCME 1703 for the period of July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2023, 
and as funding therefor, to transfer a sum of money from the FY21 
Operating Budget, Line 2021-01, approved under Article 4 of the June 29, 
2020 Annual Town Meeting, and to authorize the accountant to allocate 
such amounts accordingly, or to take any other action relative thereto.” 

 
Voice Vote:  Moderator Declared Passed by Majority. 

Article 7:  Shirley DPW Union AFSCME 

Andree Jean Jacques moved, seconded by Bryan Sawyer, that the Town 
vote to transfer the sum of $7,204.00 from Line #2021-01 of the FY 2021 
Operating Budget for the DPW Union AFSCME Contract and approve 
Article 7 as printed in the Warrant.  The Warrant stated:  “To see if the 
Town will vote to fund the cost items of the first fiscal year of a collective 
bargaining agreement between the Town and Shirley DPW Union 
AFSCME for the period of July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2023, and as 
funding therefor, to transfer a sum of money from the FY21 Operating 
Budget, Line 2021-01, approved under Article 4 of the June 29, 2020 
Annual Town Meeting, and to authorize the accountant to allocate such 
amounts accordingly, or to take any other action relative thereto.” 

 
Voice Vote:  Moderator Declared Passed by Majority. 

Article 8:  Shirley Fire IAFF Local 4358 Union 

Andree Jean Jacques moved, seconded by Bryan Sawyer, that the Town 
vote to transfer the sum of $23,519 from Line #2021-01 of the FY 2021 
Operating Budget for the Fire IAF Local 4358 Contract and approve 
Article 8 as printed in the Warrant, modified to reflect June 30, 2022 as the 
expiration date of the parties’ 2-year collective bargaining agreement.  The 
Warrant stated:  “To see if the Town will vote to fund the cost items of the 
first fiscal year of a collective bargaining agreement between the Town and 
Shirley Fire IAFF Local 4358 Union for the period of July 1, 2020 through 
June 30, 2023, and as funding therefor, to transfer a sum of money from the 
FY21 Operating Budget, Line 2021-01, approved under Article 4 of the 
June 29, 2020 Annual Town Meeting, and to authorize the accountant to 
allocate such amounts accordingly, or to take any other action relative 
thereto.” 

 
Voice Vote:  Moderator Declared Passed by Majority. 
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ARTICLE 9:  PEG Access Receipt Reserved for Appropriation 

Andree Jean Jacques moved, seconded by Bryan Sawyer, to transfer the 
sum of $55,960.46 from the PEG Access Receipts Reserved for 
Appropriation Account and approve Article 9 as printed in the Warrant.  
The Warrant stated:  “To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum 
of money from the PEG Access and Cable Related Fund as a grant to 
Shirley Public Access Corporation (“SPACO”) for FY21 cable-related 
expenses, and to authorize the Select Board to enter into a grant 
agreement with SPACO upon such terms and conditions as it deems 
appropriate, or take any other action relative thereto. “ 
 

Voice Vote:  Moderator Declared Passed by Majority 

ARTICLE 10:   Amending the FY 21 Salary Classification Schedule 

Andree Jean Jacques moved, seconded by Bryan Sawyer, to amend the FY 
21 Salary Classification Schedule by placing the Assessor on such schedule 
at Grade 11.    

Voice Vote:  Moderator Declared Passed by Majority 

 

ARTICLE 11:  Fire Department Staffing Additional Three Employees 

 

Andree Jean Jacques moved, seconded by Bryan Sawyer, to see if the Town 

will vote to appropriate the sum of $34,000 to increase the Annual 

Ambulance Enterprise Fund Budget voted in Article 9 of June 2020 Annual 

Town Meeting and to transfer this sum from the Ambulance Enterprise Fund 

Retained Earnings. 

 

Voice Vote:  Moderator declared Passed by Majority 

 

Motion made by audience member, seconded by another audience 

member, to dissolve Special Town Meeting at 7:43 p.m. 

 

Voice Vote:  Moderator declared Passed by Majority. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

William C. Oelfke 

Shirley Town Clerk 


